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fully watched. 2d. The sudden occurrence of extreme loss of weight, so apt to 
result from the profuse perspiration produced by the action of the bath, especially 
when the dropsical effusion has remained for a long time unabated under the 
use of the bath.— CentrcUblatt f. d. Med. Wissenschaften, July 16, 1870. 

D. F. C. 

37. Chlorate of Quinta in Pertussis. —Dr. Breidenback, says, in the Central- 
blatt f. d. Med. Wissenschaft., July, 1870, that in consequence of the unsatis¬ 
factory results he had obtained from the employment of the usual remedies 
recommended for the treatment of hooping-cough, he felt it his duty to make 
known the very beneficial results he has found to follow the employment in that 
disease of the hydrochlorate of quinia, after the recommendation of Professor 
Binz ( Jahrbuch f. Kinder-Krankheilk., I. 3), during a circumscribed but very 
severe epidemic which prevailed in 1870, at Aeuterhof, near Stotzenbach. The 
result in all uncomplicated cases of pertussis, and Dr. B. saw no others, was 
favourable. The remedy must be given in comparatively large doses. Those which 
Dr. B. gave varied according to the age of the patient—from three weeks to eight 
years—and the severity of the attack, from gr. 0.1 to 1.0 per diem. No other 
medicine was given. In some of the cases the children escaped any injurious 
sequelae, though, because of the poverty, with which they were surrounded, they 
were exposed during the winter to a continued spell of cold damp weather. Dr. 
B. knows of no contra-indication to the use of the hydrochlorate of quinia in 
cases of pertussis. In his cases it never gave rise to symptoms of intoxication 
—even, however, when such is the case, all that is required is a reduction of 
the dose. The beneficial results from the use of the preparation in question in 
cases of hooping-cough, show themselves with great promptness. In the 
severest cases, within 48 hours after it has been commenced with, the parox¬ 
ysms become diminished in violence as well as in frequency. Dr. B. has also 
seen a commencing and rapidly increasing ecchymosis of the conjunctival mem¬ 
brane of the eye, under the use of the remedy to be promptly resolved. To 
prevent a return of the disease, Dr. B. continued the use of the remedy in small 
doses for some time after the prominent symptoms have been quelled. 

D. F. C. 

38. Spontaneous Cure of Croupal Bronchitis. —Dr. Roth relates, in the 

Deutsches Arch. f. Klin. Med., VII., 1870, a well-marked case of this. It 
occurred in an anaemic female, thirty-four years of age; the cure took place 
without the interposition of any remedial treatment. Physical exploration at 
the commencement of the disease, and immediately after the discharge by 
coughing of the croupous membrane, indicated the presence of dry bronchial 
catarrh ( trocken bronchial katarrh), with evident respiratory murmur, especially 
over the region of the left lung, whereas, on the right side the respiratory sounds 
were diminished. D. F. C. 

39. Therapeutic Value of some Salts of Potash in reducing or modifying 
the Amount of Uric Acid in Renal Calculus and Allied Urinary Disorders .— 
Dr. W. R. Basham in an interesting paper (Practitioner, Nov. 1870) remarks 
that “ Empirically and clinically for generations the remedial agency, the lithon- 
triptic virtues, of alkaline preparations in cases of gravel, red sand, or renal 
calculus, has been universally acknowledged. The interpretation of this action 
for a long period, was fanciful and erroneous according to the prevalence of 
the doctrines of the humorists or solidists. 

“ As chemical analysis became more accurate, and the differences in the com¬ 
position of the several renal and vesical concretions were better known, a 
simple and apparently satisfactory chemical interpretation of this remedial 
agency succeeded. It was the conversion of an insoluble organic acid into a 
soluble salt by an alkaline base, and consequently a more ready excretion in 
this form.” 

Dr. B. offers a more complex, but he thinks a more satisfactory interpreta¬ 
tion of the action of these alkaline salts; the only one by which the increase of 
urea and oxalic acid can be accounted for. , 
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“The action of these alkaline salts,” he says, “appears to be to facilitate the 
metamorphosis of uric acid and hasten its conversion into oxaluric acid, which, 
as oxalurate of ammonia or potash, is excreted in the urine, and which after 
passing from the bladder is quickly split up into oxalic acid and urea. 

“ It may be supposed, according to this interpretation, that the alkaline salts 
given in the uric acid diathesis would promote, if not create, a dangerous tend¬ 
ency to the formation of oxalate of lime concretion, and thus one evil wonld 
be exchanged for another. But this is not so. The oxalurate formed with the 
other ingredients of the urine remains as such while within the urinary organs: 
it is only when passed and exposed to further oxidation in the air that it even¬ 
tually breaks up into oxalic acid and urea. The moment the oxalic acid is set 
free, such is its affinity for lime, that the lime salts of the urine, more par¬ 
ticularly the phosphate, yield up a portion of their base to form the insoluble 
crystalline oxalate of lime. It cannot too forcibly be impressed on the prac¬ 
titioner that oxalate of lime crystals can never be detected in urine received 
and examined immediately from the bladder; but that the same urine after 
free exposure to the air will in most cases yield an abundant sediment of 
them.” 

He recommends the citrate of potassa to be taken in the following manner and 
dose:— 

“ The simplest and most agreeable manner of taking it is to dissolve half a 
drachm of the bicarbonate of potash in a wine-glass of water, and to add this 
solution to the juice of a fresh lemon previously squeezed into a tumbler. The 
citrate thus formed may be taken in a state of effervescence, or after, according 
to the taste of the patient. It is better, however, to let the greater part of the 
effervescence subside before taking it; as the escape of any large amount of 
carbonic acid in the stomach is apt to be disagreeable. This citrate thus 
formed may be taken night and morning thus, immediately on going to bed and 
the first thing on rising in the morning, or three times a day if needed. The 
juice of a fresh lemon is infinitely more agreeable, and I fancy more efficacious 
than either citric acid or prepared lemon-jnice; the latter, however, is prefer¬ 
able to the crystallized citric acid. 

“ The use of this remedy to accomplish any certain result must be con¬ 
tinued night and morning for some weeks. In temporary disturbance of the 
digestive organs, with a disposition on the part of the patient to suffer from 
irritation of the urinary passages from crystalline deposit of uric acid, the 
potash citrate requires to be taken only for a few days; but in cases of gravel 
and renal calculus, it is only after a steady perseverance in the use of the salt 
that any remedial influence can be expected.” 

40. Belladonna in arresting Nocturnal Incontinence of Urine. —The efficacy 
of belladonna in arresting nocturnal incontinence of nrine, so troublesome an 
affection in children, is probably sufficiently well known. Nevertheless the two 
following cases related (Lancet, Oct. 22, 1870) by Dr. J. B. Yjco, assistant 
physician to King’s College Hospital, are so striking as to be well worth re¬ 
cording. Besides, they occurred at an age which enables us to analyze the 
mode of the remedy better than could be done in younger patients. 

A boy, set. 16, an out-patient at the hospital, complained of nocturnal incon¬ 
tinence of urine. He was a thin, delicate-looking boy, with a hectic flush on 
his face ; and he manifested in a marked degree that shamefacedness and mental 
distress which so embarrassing an infirmity may well produce. The accident 
happened every night, and had persisted ever since his infancy. He was ordered 
to take five minims of the tincture of belladonna, with ten minims of the tinc¬ 
ture of the perchloride of iron, three times a day, and to avoid drinking any 
fluid for some hours before bedtime. After taking this prescription for a week, 
he reported himself as only slightly better; he had passed urine in bed three 
or four times since he had taken the medicine. He was ordered to take ten 
minims of the belladonna tincture instead of five. This reduced the frequency 
of the accident to first once in seven days; then once in about fourteen days ; 
and, on increasing the dose to fifteen minims, once in three weeks. With the 
latter dose he took no steel, as his general condition had improved marvellously. 



